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Pursuant to section 19(2) of the Electoral Act 1992, I am pleased to submit for
presentation to Parliament, the details of polling at the Kurwongbah By-Election held on
24 May 1997.
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Electoral Commissioner
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On 28 April 1997 Her Excellency, the Governor, issued the writ for a by-election for the
electoral district of Kurwongbah to fill the vacancy in Parliament following the
resignation of Mrs M R Woodgate.

This is the second by-election during the term of the 48th Parliament, following Lytton in
October 1996 (Mundingburra 1996 is classified as a new election) and the 369th for the
Queensland Parliament since 1860.

Mrs Linda Lavarch (A.L.P.) won the Kurwongbah By-Election on preferences (fifth count)
on 24 May 1997 with a majority, following the full distribution of preferences of 3,884 or
60.20% of the two party preferred vote.

The scope and detail of this report has been extended as a service to stakeholders and
clients. Changes to counting procedures now make possible the calculation of
two party preferred percentages by polling booth and vote type. Also presented for the
first time are data drawn from the election night, notional, two candidate preferred count
which shows distributions of preferences and rates of exhaustion for individual
candidates.

Electoral Commission of Queensland
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Kurwongbah FastFacts

1 Administration

Returning Officer
Assistant Returning Officer:
District Geographic Classification:
Polling Booths (Including Brisbane):
Pre-Poll Centres:        
Declared Institutions:
No. of Polling Officials:

Rate of Public Funding for
Parties and Candidates:

Geoff HARDIKER
Libby GLADWIN
Outer Metropolitan
11

3
1

65

$1.11754 per eligible vote.

2 Kurwongbah Demographic Profile (Based on 1991 Census data)

Demographic
Attributes

Kurwongbah State Mean Difference from
State Mean

Comparative
Ranking

(of 89 Districts)

Percentage of
Population 18+

65.17% 72.65% - 7.48% 86

Proportion of Australian
Citizens 18+

63.99% 71.78% - 7.79% 84

Same Address Five 53.18% 50.00% +3.18% 35
‘fears Ago

Overseas Born  15.63% 17.45% - 1.82% 51

Language Other than
English

3.22% 7.00% - 3.78% 68

Employed by
Government

24.92% 22.47% +2.45% 30

3 Enrolment

Kurwongbah Electors as at Close of Rolls:

Total Enrolment:

Female:

Male:

State Mean (30 April 1997):

Kurwongbah Comparative Ranking:

Electoral Commission of Queensland

2 May 1997

25,431

13,026 (51.22%)

12,405 (48.78%)

23,684

23 of 89
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Kurwongbah Timetable

Issue of Writ

Close of Rolls

Close of Nominations

Pre-Poll Voting

Declaration (In Person)

Declaration (Postal)

Electoral Visitor

Declared Institution

Polling Day

Deadline Return of Writ

Monday - 28 April 1997

5:00 pm Friday - 2 May 1997

12:00 noon Tuesday - 6 May 1997

Start: Monday - 12 May 1997

End: 6:00 pm Friday - 23 May 1997

Applications Start: Monday - 28 April 1997

Applications Close: 6:00 pm Thursday - 22 May 1997

Voting Starts: Wednesday - 7 May 1997

Voting Closes: 6.00 pm Saturday - 24 May 1997

Cut-Off for Return of Ballot Papers: Tuesday - 3 June 1997

Start: Wednesday - 7 May 1997

Applications Close: 6:00 pm Thursday - 22 May 1997

Start: Tuesday - 13 May 1997

End: 6:00 pm Saturday - 24 May 1997

8:00 am - 6:00 pm Saturday - 24 May 1997

Monday - 30 June 1997
(Writ actually returned Thursday - 29 May 1997)

Electoral Commission of Queensland












