
CHAPTER    IV

PREPARATION FOR AND CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS

36. Whereas registration is an essential part of the preparatory work for the holding of
elections, the Proclamation for electoral registration does not necessarily herald the
commencement of arrangements for the poll simultaneously.  Thus, this chapter deals
specifically with the various areas involved in preparing for the poll.

Appointment of Returning Officers

37. In order to facilitate the conduct of elections, Returning Officers are appointed by
the Commission for each Electoral District.  Consequent upon their appointment,
Returning Officers are issued with Writs of Elections signed by the President, directing
them to hold elections in the respective Electoral Districts to which they have been
appointed.

Election Notice

38. Within 2 days after issue of a Writ of Election or within 2 days after he has been
notified thereof by the Chief Election Officer, whichever may be the sooner, neither of
which must be less than 12 clear days before Nomination Day, the Returning Officer is
required by law to publish an Election Notice in the form prescribed as Form No. 35 of the
Prescribed Forms Rules.  This Notice is to be published in the Trinidad and Tobago
Gazette and at least one daily newspaper.

This is the first official public Notice of the Election.  Each such Notice specifies
inter alia:

(1) the electoral district in which the poll is to be taken;

(2) the date on and the hours during the preliminary examination of 
nomination papers will be conducted;

(3) the date and hour set for the nomination of candidates;

(4) the date on which a poll will be taken in the event that there is 
more than one candidate nominated and the hours of the poll;

(5) the date on which the Returning Officer will conduct the final 
count, if this is required; and

(6) the address of the office of the Returning Officer.



In addition to the Notice being published as mentioned earlier, the Returning

district.

39. l be to

of a candidate.

Two forms, one a statutory declaration and the other a nomination paper, must be

authorised agent attesting to his qualification for election as a member of the House of

The nomination paper must be prepared by or on behalf of six or more persons acting as

and then by the candidate or his duly authorised agent indicating his consent to the

Declaration to be made and signature of witness).

current List of Electors for that electoral district.  It will be noted that there is a

inserted against the names of each proposer, and care should be taken to ascertain that this

being declared invalid by the Returning Officer.

40.
In view of the responsibilities, both statutory and otherwise, of an election agent,

the latter is not his/her own agent is, as the name applies, a person vested with the legal

involving expenditure on behalf of the candidate’s election campaign, he/she is the person

will be dealt with in greater detail under the heading .
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A candidate has up to five clear days before Polling Day to appoint an election
agent.  To do so, he must notify the Returning Officer in writing of  the name and address
of the person so appointed.  This may be done immediately after the publication of the
election notice by the Returning Officer.  The candidate may, of course, inform the
Returning Officer that he is his own election agent.  If a candidate does not appoint an
election agent by the 5th day before Polling Day he will be assumed to be his own Election
Agent and public notice of this will be given by the Returning Officer. Whatever the
situation, however, the Returning Officer is required to give public notice forthwith of the
name of the candidate’s election agent and his address.

Additionally, an election agent may also appoint sub-agents equal to the number of
polling divisions contained within the electoral district.  This may be done not later than
three clear days before Polling Day.  A sub-agent is appointed for a particular polling
division, and can, therefore, function only in that unit.  Public notice of the appointment
must also be given by the Returning Officer.

Every election agent and sub-agent should have an office to which all claims,
notices, writs, summonses and documents may be sent, and the address of such office shall
be declared at the same time as the appointment of the election agent or sub-agent to the
Returning Officer.

The appointment of an election agent or sub-agent may be revoked.  If this does
happen or the appointee dies, whether before, during or after the election, another person
shall be appointed forthwith and the Returning Officer informed.

41. The law  provides that in the event that candidate is absent from the country, the
consent to his nomination, the statutory declaration of his qualification and the
appointment of an election agent may be made by a person acting as his duly authorised
agent and on the Returning Officer being satisfied as to the ‘bona fides’ of such person, all
action by such persons will be accepted as if they had been performed by the candidate
personally.

Preliminary Examination of Nomination Papers

42. In order to avoid problems which could arise from the candidates’ papers not
being in order on Nomination Day, provision is made for the preliminary examination of
nomination papers on the seventh day before Nomination Day between the hours of 9.00
a.m. and 12.00 noon.  If they are found to be valid, nomination day for the candidate
becomes a mere formality.  There is another reason, however, for the preliminary
examination of nomination papers.  It stems from the provision which gives a candidate
the right of appeal to a Judge in Chambers against the rejection of his nomination papers
by the Returning Officer.
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The decision on his appeal must be delivered by the Judge not later than two days
preceding Nomination Day.

This period provides the candidate with an opportunity to correct any deficiency
in his paper in sufficient time to permit his nomination on the day appointed, in the event
that the Judge sustains the rejection of the Returning Officer.  Candidates and their agents
are, therefore, strongly advised, in their own interest, to avail themselves of the facility
provided for the preliminary examination of nomination papers.  To avoid inconveniences,
candidates should make enquiries as to the form in which deposit money will be accepted
by the Returning Officer.

43. At this preliminary examination of nomination papers, only the candidate and/or his
election agent is entitled to be present; but if a candidate is his own election agent, he may
name one other person who would be entitled to attend in place of the agent.  The right to
attend these proceedings also confers the right to inspect and to object to the validity of
any nomination paper presented at these proceedings.  If the papers are found to be in
order (valid), the Returning Officer will endorse both copies to that effect and return one
to the person presenting them.  If they are found to be invalid, the Returning officer shall
make an endorsement to that effect giving reasons for his decision.  This must be done by
4.00 p.m. on the day designated for the preliminary examination of nomination papers.

43(A) The Returning officer is entitled to hold the nomination papers invalid only on one
of the following grounds:-

(i) that the particulars of the candidate or the person signing the 
nomination paper or statutory declaration are not in accordance 
with the requirements of the law; or

           (ii) that the nomination paper or statutory declaration is not signed as 
required.

43(B) Where the Returning Officer certifies that the nomination paper of the candidate is
invalid, an appeal against such decision to a Judge in Chambers may be made not later
than the day following, that is, the sixth day before nomination day, by filing with the
Registrar of the Supreme Court and serving on the Returning Officer a Notice in Form 36
of the Schedule of the Prescribed Forms Rules deemed to be made under Section 161 of
the Representation of the People Act.
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Nomination Day

44. The Returning Officer shall, on Nomination Day, accept as valid any nomination
paper or statutory declaration which was certified at the time of the preliminary
examination of nomination papers as being valid or which was subsequently so certified by
a Judge or the Registrar of the Supreme Court. The hours of business for the filing of
nomination papers with the Returning Officer are:-

9.00 a.m.  -  12.00 noon; and
1.00 p.m.  -    3.00 p.m.

The Returning Officer must use this opportunity to notify candidates of the date
fixed for the issue of ballot papers to special electors and of the Polling Station designated
for the intermixing of such ballots.

Candidate’s Deposit

45. A candidate shall not be deemed to be nominated unless the prescribed deposit is
made to the Returning Officer at the time of nomination.  The deposit in the case of a
Parliamentary Election is $500.00 and in the case of a Local Government Election it is
$200.00.  The deposit may be made either by the deposit of any legal tender or by means
of a banker’s draft which, however, the Returning Officer may refuse to accept if he does
not know that the drawer carries on business in Trinidad and Tobago.

Candidates Nominated for more than one Electoral District

46. If a candidate is nominated for more than one electoral district, every such
nomination paper shall be deemed to be void by the Returning Officer and the deposit
forfeited.  Such a situation can only arise if the candidate is a party to the dual nomination,
since both the nomination papers must have been signed by him.

Assignment of Symbols and order of names on Ballot Paper

47. Following the close of nomination proceedings, the Returning Officer forwards to
the Government Printer, through the Chief Election Officer, a list of the names of
candidates nominated in alphabetical order according to surnames, together with the
address, occupation and symbol of each candidate.  This information will appear on the
ballot paper in the same form as it appears on the nomination paper presented by the
candidate or his agent.  Care must, therefore, be taken to ensure that the particulars
entered are correct, as there will be no further opportunity to make any correction.
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47(A) With respect to the assignment of symbols, independent candidates will be
assigned one of the symbols numbered (1) to (15) in the list of symbols appearing on page
177 of the Representation of the People Act, Chapter 2:01 which had not been previously
assigned.  The candidate of a party will be assigned the symbol of the party subject to the
following requirements for such assignment being satisfied:

(i) the candidate must indicate in writing that he is a candidate of the 
party for the electoral district;

            (ii) the statement must be authenticated by the Secretary or other 
authorised representative on behalf of the party in writing.

47(B) The application for assignment of a party symbol must be made by the party, not
later than three days after publication of the Election Notice.  Such application is made to
the Elections and Boundaries Commission, and the symbol assigned becomes the symbol
of the party for that and all subsequent elections, unless and until application is made for
the assignment of another symbol.

If the party has not applied for, or has not been assigned a symbol, then the
Commission may assign, at its discretion, to such party one of the symbols numbered (16)
to (30) on page 177 of the Act and such symbol shall be assigned to all candidates of the
party for that election.

47(C) In the case of independent candidates, the symbol should be assigned in the order
in which the nomination papers of candidates are accepted, i.e., symbol No. 1 to the first
candidate numbered and so on.  If there is a competing claim for a symbol, however, the
Returning Officer may assign to an independent candidate any of the symbols reserved for
independent candidates on request of the candidate for such a symbol.

48. A symbol other than those reserved for political parties may be assigned to a party
by the Commission on application being made for such assignment.  The request must be
accompanied by a line drawing of the symbol which must allow for reproduction on
election documents.  The design and form must not, in the opinion of the Commission,
offend religious susceptibilities of any section of the society or be a reproduction of the
National Flag or that of any other country.  Further, it must not bear likeness to a symbol
previously assigned to another party.
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Electoral Vehicles

(Not applicable to Municipal Council Elections).

49. Under the Representation of the People Act, Chapter 2:01, duly nominated
candidates or their election agents may, during the period commencing on nomination day
and ending on the fifth day next before polling day, by notice given in writing to the Police
Officer designated by the Commissioner of Police, require the registration of the
prescribed number of electoral vehicles specified for the constituency in which the
candidate is standing for election.

49(A) The Third Schedule to the Representation of the People Act, (p.81) prescribes the
number of electoral vehicles which may be registered for each electoral district.  The
notice given to the Police should state:-

(i) the name of the candidate;

                      (ii) the electoral district for which he is a candidate;

                     (iii) the total number of vehicles which are desired to be registered as 
electoral vehicles, this not being more than the prescribed number;

                     (iv) the name and address of the driver of each vehicle and the number 
of his driving permit; and

                      (v) the name and address of the owner of each of the vehicles and the 
type, make and registration number.

50. Three electoral vehicle placards for each vehicle will be provided by the
appropriate Police Officer, and they are to be placed one on either side and the other at the
back of the registered electoral vehicle in an upright position so that the writing can be
easily read.  Drivers of the registered electoral vehicles will also be given cards suitably
endorsed by the Police.

51. It is important to note that except under the arrangements described in paragraphs
49 and 50, a person shall not, with a view to supporting or opposing a candidate as against
any other, either let, lend, employ, hire, borrow or use any motor vehicle or any animal-
drawn vehicle or any animal for the purpose of conveying electors to or from the poll, as
he will be guilty of an illegal practice.  This provision, however, does not prevent an
elector or several electors at their joint cost from hiring, employing or using any motor
vehicle, any animal-drawn vehicle or any animal for the purpose of being conveyed to or
from the poll.  Persons may also employ or use such vehicles for the purpose of conveying
themselves and any member of their household to and from the poll.
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Notice of Taking a Poll

52. Immediately following nomination day, the Returning Officer shall, in the event
that an election is contested, that is, if there are more candidates standing nominated than
there are seats to be filled, prepare and publish, in at least one daily newspaper, the Notice
of Taking a Poll.

This publication supplies information regarding the polling stations to be established for
use by electors in that electoral district on polling day, the name, address and occupation
of the candidates standing nominated, and the reproduced symbol assigned to each such
candidate.  This information is of importance to candidates and their agents to assist them
in deciding on the number of polling agents to be appointed, and transportation
arrangements for their electoral vehicles on polling day.  It will also be of assistance to
them if they are preparing voter cards.  The Returning Officer is required to provide each
candidate with a copy of the Notice of Taking a Poll, as soon as it is received.  If there
appears to be any delay in printing, however, the Returning Officer may supply a candidate
with the information in typewritten form signed by him.

Polling and Special Polling Agents

53. In a previous chapter, (para.40 ante) reference was made to the appointment of an
election agent and sub-agents.  Provision is also made for the appointment of Polling
Agents and Special Polling Agents by candidates at various stages of the election
proceedings to look after their interest.

A candidate is entitled to appoint:-

(a) one polling agent to attend at each polling station; and

(b) one Special Polling Agent to be present at the following events -

(i) the issue of ballot papers relating to special voters;

                                              (ii) the determination by the Returning Officer of the 
result of the poll; and

         (iii) checks by the Chief Election Officer.
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NOTE:

(i) Experience has shown that consultation between candidate and election 
agent over the appointment of polling agents would prevent several agents 
being appointed for the same polling station, and candidates should be 
guided accordingly.  In any event, when an agent is a paid agent, he must 
be appointed by the election agent.

          (ii) The Commission plans to invite political parties and independent 
candidates to nominate persons who will receive training in polling station 

procedures.  The intent is that such persons will do the training of polling 
agents for their respective parties and independent candidates.

54. It must be pointed out to each polling agent that before he/she can be allowed to
function at a station, he/she must present to the Presiding Officer, both the letter of
appointment (Form 49) and the Declaration of Secrecy (form 51) to which he/she has
subscribed.  These forms will be obtainable from the office of the Returning Officer.  It
should be noted that the Presiding Officer is not competent to take the Declaration.

Withdrawal or Death of Candidate

55. A candidate may withdraw from his candidature up to five clear days before
polling day by delivering a declaration in writing to that effect to the Returning officer.
The declaration must be attested to by the signature of at least two of the persons by
whom he was nominated.  Any votes cast for such candidate shall be null and void.

55(A) In case of the death of a candidate after nomination day and before the close of the
poll on polling day, the Returning Officer shall countermand notice of the poll, and all
proceedings with reference to the election shall be commenced afresh as if the Writ had
been received on the day on which the Returning Officer obtained proof of the death of
the candidate.  No fresh nomination shall, however, be necessary in the case of a person
shown in the Notice of Taking a Poll as standing nominated.

55(B) In the event of death of a candidate, the Returning Officer shall fix a new date for
the nomination of candidates, which shall not be more than fourteen (14) days after the
date on which proof was given to him of the demise of the candidate, and a new date for
the taking of the poll which shall not be less than seven (7) days after the date set for
nomination.
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Refund of Deposit

56. There is no provision for the refund of the deposit of a candidate who withdraws
his candidature.  However, in the case of the death of a candidate before the close of the
poll on polling day, his legal personal representative is entitled to a refund of the deposit.
In all other circumstances, a candidate, other than the candidate who is elected, must poll
not less than 1/8 of the total number of votes polled by all the candidates in the electoral
district to be eligible for a refund of the deposit.  A candidate or agent will be assured as
to whether the former is or is not entitled to a refund, from the summary of the
Recapitulation Sheet containing the official results of the poll sent to him by the Returning
Officer.

CHAPTER V

TAKING  OF  THE  POLL
Polling Station

57. The following Amendment regarding the establishment of polling stations is
included in THE ELECTION (AMENDMENT) RULES 1986:

“19. (1) Subject to sub-rule (1a), the Returning Officer shall establish such 
number of polling stations in such locations as the Chief Election Officer 
shall determine, whether within or without the boundaries of his electoral 
district, each polling station being in premises of convenient access, with 
an outside entrance for the admission of electors, and, where possible, an 
exit through which electors may leave after they have voted.

(1a) Before the Returning Officer establishes a polling station outside 
of the boundaries of his electoral district, he shall first obtain the approval 
of the Chief Election Officer who may grant such approval if he is 
satisfied that the building which houses the proposed polling station is 
conveniently located within a reasonable distance of the boundaries of his 
electoral district”.

58. Polling Day is the culmination of all the preparatory word done both by candidates
and their agents and the Elections and Boundaries Commission.  The polling station must
be opened by 6.00 a.m. and preparatory activities must commence early.  it is necessary
for polling agents to bear in mind that they should be at the polling station to which they
have been assigned before 6.00 a.m. to witness the preliminary proceedings, and, in
particular, the examination and locking of the ballot box prior to the opening of the poll.
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58(A) The purpose of this examination is to ensure that the box is empty at the time the
poll is open at 6.00 a.m.  The same applies to the poll card box.  If agents are present at
the proceedings before the opening of the poll, they will be invited to append their
signatures as witnesses to the Presiding Officer’s Certificate in the Polling Station Diary to
the effect that the ballot box when locked, immediately prior to the opening of the poll,
was empty.  This is a statement of fact, and agents should have no difficulty in attesting to
this fact, since they will be permitted to satisfy themselves of this by a visual examination.
There is no obligation on the part of the polling station agent to sign as witness to the fact.
However, it should be noted that the agent’s failure to do so does not invalidate the
proceedings.

If there is no candidate or agent present, the Presiding Officer shall, at the latest
possible time, call upon two electors to witness the examination and locking of the ballot
box.  The Presiding Officer will NOT entertain questions regarding this phase of the day’s
activities from late arriving agents or candidates, and arrangements to convince him to do
otherwise would be futile and could be considered as creating a disturbance and dealt with
accordingly.

Polling Station Staff

59. In addition to the Presiding Officer, the following other persons will make up the
polling station staff:-

One Deputy Presiding Officer;
Two or more Poll Clerks; and
One or more Information Officers

Note also that member(s) of the Elections and Boundaries Commission or
members of the Commission’s staff may visit polling stations during the course of the
polling day.

 IT SHOULD BE MADE CLEAR THAT POLLING STATION OFFICERS ARE
DIRECTED NOT TO TAKE INSTRUCTIONS FROM ANYONE EXCEPT E&BC
OFFICERS.  THE COOPERATION OF CANDIDATES AND THEIR AGENTS IS
ACCORDINGLY EXPECTED.
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Ballot Box

60. Before describing the voting procedure, some idea of the construction of the ballot
box and the safeguards which it is intended to provide seems relevant.

Election Rule 20 made under the Representation of the People Act, Chapter 2:01,
deals with this as follows:-

“20. (1) Ballot Boxes shall be constructed of a durable material and 
designed to accommodate not less than 800 ballots;

(2) Each ballot box shall be designed with a slot at the top for 
the insertion of the ballot and such slot shall be wide 
enough to permit insertion of ballots but not their 
withdrawal.  The slot is to be equipped with a locking 
device operable from the inside of the box so that when it is 

locked from the inside it cannot be opened unless the box is 
unlocked by means of the outside lock which is to be 
located at the upper front of the box;

(3) Ballot Boxes shall be numbered consecutively beginning 
with the number “1” preceded by the initials “E. & B.C.” 
(Elections & Boundaries Commission);

(4) Each ballot box in use at an election shall bear the name of 
the electoral district in which it is being used and the 
polling station number”.

After the examination of the box is completed, the Presiding Officer must lock the
box by means of the outside lock leaving the slot at the top open for the reception of
ballots.  The box is to be kept locked until the close of the poll.

Hours of the Poll and Demarcation of Limits Of Polling Station

61. The hours prescribed for the poll are from 6.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m.  In so far as the
opening of the poll is concerned, it would be clearly a contravention of the law if an
elector were to be permitted to vote before 6.00 a.m.  However, it is imperative that the
position with respect to the close of the polls be clearly stated, to avoid any controversy.
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61(A) Presiding Officers are issued with instructions which require them, before the
commencement of the poll, to establish the limits of the polling station.  This will be
shown to the Police Officer on duty at the polling station and made known to agents.
Anyone who is not within the area at 6.00m p.m. will not be permitted to vote, except
where such persons are in queue or are assembled outside the area of the polling station
waiting to enter the area of the polling station.  In such circumstances, all persons in the
line at 6.00 p.m. would be permitted to vote, notwithstanding the fact that this may result
in their vote being cast after 6.00 p.m.  Since this is easily determinable if there is a clear
understanding of the arrangement, and a genuine desire to ensure adherence to the law,
there need be no difficulty in this area.  In this as in other matters, however, the decision
of the Presiding Officer will be final, subject to recourse in another quarter.

Persons Authorised to be at Polling Station

62. The preliminary proceedings having been completed, the Presiding Officer will
declare the polls open.  The maintenance of the secrecy of voting is of great importance,
and candidates and their election agents and polling agents are to assist in ensuring that
this principle is not violated.

Apart from the electors admitted into the polling station to cast their votes, all
other persons who are entitled to visit the station are required under the law to make a
Declaration of Secrecy (Form 51).  Such persons would include:

(i) the candidates and their election agents;

          (ii) the Polling Agents appointed to attend at the polling station;

         (iii) the companions of physically incapacitated electors;

          (iv) the Chief Election Officer, the Deputy Chief Election Officer, the 
Assistant Chief Election Officer, a Registration Supervisor, the 
Returning Officer and his Election Clerk/s, the Deputy Presiding 
Officer and the Poll Clerks;

                       (v) the police officers on duty.

The Declaration of Secrecy must be presented, on demand, to the Presiding Officer
of a polling station before entry is allowed.
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Note

A candidate or his Election Agent may function as a Polling Agent, but if a Polling
Agent is present, a candidate or his Election Agent cannot be in the polling station with
the Polling Agent for more than 10 consecutive minutes.

Eligibility to Vote

63. The ideal situation is one in which the elector has his identification card, his name
appears on the Revised List of Electors, and his registration record card appears in the
unit register.  The law provides, however, that if an elector’s name appears on the Revised
List of Electors and he does not have or cannot produce his Identification Card at the
time, he must be permitted to vote after his photograph in the Unit Register is referred to
for verification of his identity and he has taken the required affirmation (Form No. 53) for
an elector without Identification Card.

NOTE:

No person is entitled to vote at a polling station for any polling division in an 
electoral district unless:

(a)  his name appears on the revised list of electors for that polling 
 division; or

(b) his registration record card appears in the unit register of 
electors for that polling division.

The mere possession of an Identification Card does not entitle a person to 
vote at any polling station.

A qualified elector must be duly registered in order to enjoy the entitlement 
to vote.

-  15  -



Delivery of Ballot Paper to Electors and Related Instructions

64. The Deputy Presiding Officer signifies his intention to allow the elector to vote by
placing his initials on the poll card of the elector, recording the consecutive number
assigned to the voter and the voter’s number on the Revised List on the stub of the ballot
paper to be issued to him, through the use of the Guidance Ballot instructing the voter as
to the manner in which the ballot is to be marked and how it should be folded when
marked, detaching the ballot paper from the stub in the book of ballot papers, placing his
initials and the polling station number in the space provided on the back of the ballot paper
and delivering same to the voter.  The elector will then be given an “X” stamp or other
instrument with which to mark his ballot and be directed to the voting booth.

64(A) If an elector has entered the voting booth and, before he has recorded his vote, he
asks for further instructions, the Presiding Officer must give such instructions in the
presence of the polling agents who are present at the station.  Under no circumstances
must any one present at the polling station seek to persuade the elector to vote for or
against any party or candidate.  Any such action will constitute an election offence.

Spoiled Ballot

65. An elector is entitled to receive a second ballot paper if he has inadvertently dealt
with the first one given him in such manner that it cannot be used.  He must return the first
ballot paper to the Deputy Presiding Officer who shall:-

(a) deface it in such a way as to render it a spoiled ballot;

(b) deliver another ballot paper to the elector

(c) place the spoiled ballot in the envelope provided for the purpose; 
and

(d) cause a record to be made in the Polling Station Diary.

Casting of Ballot

66. When the elector leaves the voting booth and proceeds to the Ballot Box Poll
Clerk, he is to display the folded ballot to the official who must then satisfy himself that
the ballot is the one issued to the voter.  This will be done by checking the space provided
for the Deputy Presiding Officer’s initials and the polling station number at the back of the
ballot.  If he is satisfied after this examination, the elector will then be required to immerse
his finger in the electoral ink before placing the ballot into the ballot box.
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66(A) In marking the ballot, the voter may make more than one (“X”) provided that all
are contained within the horizontal lines containing the information on one candidate.
Note that notwithstanding the number of X’s recorded, only one vote will be counted for
the candidate.  The voter may also use some other marking instrument for recording his
vote so long as it cannot be regarded as identifying the elector.

66(B) It must be clearly understood that an elector who has entered the voting booth is
required to vote without delay and that, except with the approval of the Presiding Officer,
the voter may not remain in the enclosure for a period longer than one minute.

Exceptions to Normal Requirements and Procedures for Voting

67. The Representation of the People Act makes provision for the following
exceptions to the normal requirements which are to be satisfied for an elector to be able to
vote and the procedure for voting:

(1) Personated Elector

If a particular elector presents himself to vote at an election after another 
person has voted as such person, he shall be entitled to vote after taking the 
Affirmation of Identity in the form set out as Form No. 61 and otherwise 
establishing his identity to the satisfaction of the Presiding Officer.  The Presiding 
Officer in such a case is required to enter on the Poll Card a note:

(i) that the elector was allowed to vote after another person had voted 
as such elector;

          (ii) that the Affirmation of Identity was taken by such elector; and

         (iii) of any objections made by or on behalf of any of the candidates 
and, if so, which candidate(s).

(2) Suspect Ballot

The Presiding Officer may refuse to allow an elector to place his ballot 
into the ballot box if he has reasonable cause, and after examining the ballot by 
touch, to believe that there is some foreign element folded in the ballot.  In such a 
case, the Presiding Officer will inform the elector, in the presence of the polling 
agents, that if he wishes to vote, his ballot will be placed in an envelope provided 
for suspect ballots until the close of the poll.  If the elector does not consent to 
this, then the ballot paper and the poll card issued to him will be destroyed and 
an appropriate note made in the polling station diary.  In such an event, the 
elector will not be allowed to vote at that election.
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If the elector agrees, the suspect ballot will be placed by the Presiding 
Officer in the envelope provided for such ballots, and if it is found to be intact 
after the close of the poll, it will be included among the other ballots to be 
counted.  The ballot will not be opened to reveal for whom the elector has voted 
before being put among the other ballots to be counted.  In that way, the 
confidentiality of the vote will not be infringed.

(3) Voting by Incapacitated Persons

The attention of polling agents is to be drawn to the provisions in the law 
for the casting of votes by incapacitated persons.  It is to be emphasized that the 
Presiding Officer of the polling station is the only person authorised to record on 
his behalf, the vote of an elector incapacitated by blindness.  He must, however, 
do this in the presence of the elector, the Deputy Presiding Officer, the Poll Clerks 
and all polling agents who may be present at  the station.  The role of the 
companion of the blind elector involves assisting the elector to the polling station 
and back and does NOT include assistance with the actual voting.

The procedure laid down for persons who are otherwise incapacitated 
allows such persons to be assisted by a companion.  The ballot in this case is 
marked in the privacy of the voting booth.  The companion should be:-

(i) a person who is entitled to vote at the election; or

                       (ii) the father, mother, brother, sister, husband, wife, son or daughter of
the incapacitated elector who has attained the age of 18 years.

In either case, the companion must not have previously assisted more than 
one physically incapacitated person to vote at the election.

In any event, the companion must make a declaration in Form No. 60.  
The incapacitated person must take an affirmation in Form No. 59.

(4) Oaths, Declarations and Affirmations and
Questions Applicable to Electors

A candidate or a polling agent may request that the Presiding Officer put 
one or both of the following questions to an elector with respect to his identity or 
qualification:

(i) are you the same person whose name appears as A, B, in 
the register of electors for this polling station?
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          (ii) have you already voted here or elsewhere at this election?

and on such request being made, the Presiding Officer shall put the question or 
questions to the elector.

The elector shall not be permitted to vote unless he answers the first 
question in the affirmative and the second in the negative.  If an elector refuses to 
make an affirmation or to make a declaration, or to answer any of the statutory 
questions put to him by the Presiding Officer as provided for in the Act,
the elector will not, under any circumstances, be permitted to vote, and after 
leaving the polling station, he will not be re-admitted.  When once the elector has 
complied with this request, no further interrogation must be pursued.

68. Election Agents and Candidates should advise the polling agents of their right to
question the qualification of a prospective voter if in doubt, even when such person
appears to satisfy all the requirements for voting, i.e., name on list, identification card and
even his card in the binder.  In such cases the agent is entitled to request the Presiding
Officer to have the elector make the Affirmation of Qualification (Form No. 55) before
being allowed to vote.  An elector who has removed from his place of residence as
recorded on the list of electors and has ceased to be qualified to remain registered at such
residence would, therefore, be unable to truthfully take the Affirmation of Qualification
and would, consequently, not be qualified to vote at the election.

Polling Station Diary

69. The Presiding Officer is required to keep and maintain a record of the important
events occurring at his polling station, beginning with the opening of the poll and ending
with a statement of the results of the poll.  Specifically, he is required to record the
following:-

(a) the hour at which the poll was opened and whether the candidates 
or their polling agents were present;

(b) the name of a married woman whose maiden name appears on the 
revised list of electors and whose registration record card in such 
name is in the unit register, and who presents her identification 
card bearing her maiden name who has been permitted to vote, 
after having taken such oath as to her identity as may be required;
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(c) the name of any elector who is not permitted to vote because of his 
refusal to take an oath or to comply with any lawful direction of 
the Presiding Officer provided for in the Representation of the 
People Act or the Rules made thereunder and which is required to 
be complied with before the elector casts his vote;

(d) any objection made by a candidate or his agent;

(e) any incidence of suspect ballot, and the manner in which the matter 
was resolved;

(f) a certificate as to the number of persons who voted at the polling 
station signed by him and other polling station officials;

(g) destroyed ballots and spoiled ballots;

(h) a statement of the result of the poll;

(i) the circumstances surrounding any destroyed ballots;

(j) a certificate to the effect that the ballot box and poll card box were 
examined prior to the opening of the poll and found to be empty;

(k) particulars in respect of a person who presents himself to vote after 
another person has voted as such person;

(l) whether voting ceased at 6.00 p.m. and if not, the reason why it did
not cease;

(m) if special ballot boxes were brought to his station (under Rule 88), 
a statement regarding this fact and -

(i) the number of ballot boxes so brought;

           (ii) the time of arrival of such ballot boxes;

                                  (iii) the number of special envelopes received; and

          (iv) any other events which, to the Presiding Officer 
may seem to be of importance.

(n) a certificate of the close of the poll.
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CHAPTER VI

Eligibility, Application to Vote as Special Elector and Issue of Ballot Paper

70.
the Representation of the People Act.

71.
These are electors whose employment or other circumstances make it desirable for them
to cast their vote before polling day, or to be extended the facility of not attending at

A person is eligible to be treated as a special elector if he is:-

(a)
Election Officer, the Deputy Chief Election Officer, the Assistant 
Chief Election Officer; or

a member of the Police Service, or the Special Reserve Police 
Force established under the Special Reserve Police Act or of the 

stablished under the Supplemental Police Act; or

(c)

(d) the Returning Officer of an electoral district other than that in 

(e) a 

(f) a polling agent; or

a candidate or the husband or wife of a candidate for an electoral 
district other than that in which he is registered for the purposes of 

on; or

(h)
the election in an electoral district other than that of his candidate;

(i)
at which he is entitled to vote unless he travels between Trinidad 
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(j) unable or likely to be unable to go in person to the polling station 
at which he is entitled to vote by reason of being -

(i) a patient in a public hospital, or in a private hospital 
approved by the Commission, or an inmate in a 
public institution; or

          (ii) a prisoner within the meaning of that expression in 
Section 2 of the Prisons Act;

                    (iii) a member of the flight crew of an aircraft;

        (iv) a person engaged in offshore petroleum operations.

72. The application may be made by the elector between the date of publication of an
election notice and nomination day, and the elector must enter in the space provided, the
name and address of the Registration Office at which he would pick up his ballot paper if
his application is approved.  The registered person who is accepted as a special elector is
not entitled to vote except in accordance with the provisions relating to special voting.
The Returning Officer shall give at least two days notice to candidates and their agents of
the date of issue of ballot papers to such electors.  No person other than the Chief Election
Officer, the Deputy Chief Election Officer, the Assistant Chief Election Officer, a
Registration Supervisor, a Returning Officer and his election clerk, the candidates for the
electoral district and their election agents, Special Polling Agents and two electors for the
electoral district selected by the Returning Officer may be present at the proceedings on
the issue of ballot papers to special electors.  Such of the above as may be present, would
be required to make a declaration of secrecy in Form No. 66 of the Prescribed Forms
Rules made under the Representation of the People Act.

73. The Returning Officer, in consultation with the Chief Election Officer will make
the necessary arrangements for the despatch of the ballot papers to Special Electors.  Each
special elector will be sent the following enclosed in an envelope addressed to him:-

(a) ballot paper;
(b) ballot paper envelope;
(c) covering envelope with the declaration of identity printed thereon;
(d) directions for the guidance of special electors;
(e) notice advising against the ballot paper being marked away from 

the special polling station;
(f) information on the location of the special polling station.
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74. The Candidates or Election Agents should indicate on the application of an elector
falling in categories (f) or (h) in paragraph 71, that the applicant has been appointed by
him as a Polling Agent or Sub-Agent or, in the case of the spouse of a Candidate, the
Candidate must authenticate the applicant’s claim.  It must be emphasized that the names
of persons accepted as Special Electors will be excised from the Revised List of Electors
to be used at the ordinary Polling Station on Polling Day and their registration record
cards removed from unit registers and, in consequence, such electors will not be able to
vote at regular polling stations on election day.

75. Election Agents or Candidates will be advised, by notice from the Returning
Officer, of the date set for the issue of ballot papers to the persons who have been
accepted as Special Electors. The Candidate, Election Agent and his Special Polling
Agents may be present at the issue of such ballot papers.  They, together with the other
persons entitled to be present at the proceedings, must subscribe to the Declaration of
Secrecy (Form No. 66) of the Prescribed Forms Rules.

76. Additionally, the Returning Officer is required to provide each candidate with a list
of Special Electors containing the names of all electors whose applications have been
accepted.  In addition to the name of the elector, the list will contain his address,
registration number, the address in Trinidad and Tobago to which the ballot is to be sent
and the consecutive number on the list of Special Electors assigned to the name of each
elector on the list of Special Electors.

Special Polling Stations established by the Returning Officer

77. A special elector may vote at a special polling station established by the Returning
Officer for the electoral district in which he is registered to vote, or at a special polling
station established by the Commission for certain classes of special electors.  Such polling
stations established by the Commission shall be opened for use by the category or special
electors specified without restriction as regards the electoral district to which they belong.
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78. The voting at special polling stations established by the Commission shall be
supervised by Special Presiding Officers appointed by the Commission, and at least two
days notice must be given of the establishment of such polling stations in the Trinidad and
Tobago Gazette and at least one daily newspaper.  The notice shall also prescribe:-

(i) the class of special elector who may vote in the polling station; 
and

           (ii) the location of the station and the hours during which such station 
will remain open.

No such special polling station may be opened later than two (2) days before
Polling Day.

Procedure on Special Voting

79. The following arrangements for voting at such polling stations will apply:-

                   The Special Presiding Officer shall, after the elector has identified himself -

(a) request the special elector to supply his name, address and 
occupation, and where the polling station is established under 
Election Rule 76 (i.e. by the Commission), the electoral district for 
which he is a special elector, the covering envelope and, if 
available, his identification card;

(b) check the list of special electors for that electoral district supplied 
to him by the Chief Election Officer to establish whether there is 
an entry corresponding to the information given;

(c) where the check required by paragraph (b) establishes the 
information given, request him to display -

(i) the ballot paper in his possession so as to ensure 
that it has not yet been marked for any candidate, 
and, if unmarked, that it bears an initial in the area 
reserved for signature of the Returning Officer; and

          (ii) the covering envelope bearing the address of the 
Returning Officer for his electoral district with the 
declaration of identity;
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(d) request him to complete and sign the declaration of identity on the 
outside of the covering envelope and compare the signature placed 
thereon with that on the identification card if presented;

(e) provide the special voter with the “X” stamp or any other writing 
instrument for him to mark the ballot for the candidate of his 
choice and then direct him to the area provided for voters to mark 
their ballot in secrecy and instruct him in the form in which it is to 
be folded when being returned;

(f) after the special elector has marked his ballot paper and displayed 
the folded ballot, the Special Presiding Officer shall -

(i) ensure that the folded ballot bears the initials of the 
Returning Officer in the space provided;

           (ii) request him to place it first in the envelope provided 
for the ballot and provide him with some substance 
to enable him to seal such envelope;

         (iii) advise him to place the sealed envelope into the 
covering envelope and seal it; and

          (iv) cause the special elector to insert the covering 
envelope into the special ballot box.

80. Every Special Presiding Officer shall keep a record at a special polling station in
which he shall enter the name, address and identification card number, if available, of a
special elector and whether or not such special elector has voted at the special polling
station, and shall cause every such entry to be signed by the respective special elector who
has voted at the special polling station and to whom it relates.

81. A special polling station established by the Commission shall be closed at the hour
specified in the notice published by the Chief Election Officer, for the casting of special
votes at that special polling station.  After that hour, no further ballots shall be inserted
into the ballot box.
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Voting by Physically Incapacitated Special Elector

82.(1) If the Special Presiding Officer is of the opinion that a special elector is physically
incapacitated by blindness or otherwise, to the extent that he is unable to record his vote
on the ballot paper or to insert the ballot paper into the ballot box without the assistance
of another person, the Special Presiding Officer shall allow such physically incapacitated
special elector to vote with the assistance of a companion who is of the age of eighteen
years and over in the presence of the Special Presiding Officer.

     (2)
the declaration of secrecy as set out in Form No. 51 of the Prescribed Forms Rules.
Anything done by the companion of a physically incapacitated special elector must be done

elector is unable to sign the declaration of identity, such declaration shall be signed for and
on his behalf by a companion who is of the age of eighteen years and over.

83. Special polling station diaries will, for administrative convenience, be used at

required to attest to the opening and closing of polling stations, as well as to the sealing
and removal of seals from special ballot boxes.  This will be done on a daily basis by

polling station diary by the special presiding officer.

It must be pointed out that, whereas only one electoral district will be dealt with at

electoral district might be assigned to a Returning Officer during Local Government
Elections, in which case there will be separate special ballot boxes and special polling

Procedure after the close of the Special Poll

84.

(a) close the special polling station established under Rule 73 at 3.00 

ballot box with his seal, in the presence of the candidates or their 



(b) The Returning Officer or a Messenger appointed by him
(Form 70A, Affirmation of Messenger) for that purpose shall, 
under police escort, take the special ballot box sealed in 
accordance with Rule 87 to a polling station within the electoral 
district previously designated by the Chief Election Officer for the 
purpose, and shall before the hour of 6.00 p.m. on the same day 
deliver the said special ballot box to the Presiding Officer of that 
polling station.

85. The Presiding Officer who takes delivery of a special ballot box under Rule 88
shall:

(a) upon receipt examine the seals of the Returning Officer on the said 
box and shall allow any candidate or his agent who may be present 
to examine them; and

(b) if he is satisfied that the seals of the Returning Officer have not 
been broken, give the Returning Officer or the Messenger 
appointed by the Returning Officer for delivering the special ballot 

box, a receipt to the effect that he received the special ballot box 
and that it was properly sealed.

In addition to the special ballot box, the Returning Officer shall deliver or cause to
be delivered to the Presiding Officer the following:

(a) two copies of the list of special electors prepared in accordance 
with Rule 63(4);

(b) the register of special electors compiled in accordance with Rule 
64 ; and

(c) the key for the special ballot box.

86. Immediately after the Presiding Officer has announced he closing of the poll in
accordance with Rule 57, he shall, after allowing the persons present to inspect the seals
on the special ballot box, break the seals, unlock the ballot box, empty it of its contents,
show it open and empty to the persons present, and then relock the box.

87. The Presiding Officer shall, in the presence of such persons as are authorised to be
present, proceed to examine and count the ballot papers recovered from the special ballot
box. The count must be conducted in the following manner:-

(1) The Presiding Officer shall first separately open each covering 
envelope contained therein.
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(2) Where such envelope does not contain a b
Officer shall mark the covering envelope “No ballot paper” and 
also “rejected” and attach the contents (if any) of the said envelope, 

to as “the receptacle for votes rejected” -

Where such envelope does contain a ballot paper, the Presiding 
Officer shall satisfy himself that -

the declaration of identity printed on the covering 
envelope has been duly signed;

the signature on the declaration of identity 
corresponds with the signature on the registration 

electors;

(c)
initials of the Returning Officer.

Where the declaration of identity has been signed 
for and on behalf of a special elector in accordance 

Officer shall not be required to comply with the 

(4) If the Presiding Officer is not satisfied as in paragraph (3) he shall -

mark on the covering envelope the word “rejected”, 
if his dissatisfaction is in respect of sub-parag
(a) and (b) of paragraph (3);

(b)
dissatisfaction is in respect of sub-paragraph (c) of 
paragraph (3);

show the declaration and the registration record card
to the persons 
be present;
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(d) place the covering envelope in the receptacle for 
votes rejected;

(e) add the words “rejection objected to” and the letter 
“Q” to the covering envelope if an objection is 
made by a candidate or an election agent or any 
polling agent to his decision.

(5) If the Presiding Officer is satisfied as in paragraph (3) he shall -

(a) place the covering envelope on which the 
declaration of identity is printed in a separate 
receptacle (hereinafter referred to as “the receptacle 
for covering envelopes”);

(b) replace the ballot paper in the special ballot box;

(c) mark the letter “V” opposite the name of the elector 
on two copies of the list of special electors.

(6) On opening a covering envelope, if a ballot paper therein is 
unfolded, the Presiding Officer shall immediately fold same taking 
all proper precautions for preventing any persons from seeing the 
face of the ballot paper.

(7) (a) The Presiding Officer shall record in the polling station 
diary the fact that special ballot boxes were brought to his 
station, the number of ballot boxes so brought, the time of 
arrival of such ballot boxes the number of special envelopes 

and events relating to the special voting as may to the 
Presiding Officer seem to be of importance.  This must also 

be done in the Special Polling Station Diary by completing 
Part B of Form A-116.

(b) The Presiding Officer shall sign the record referred to in 
Sub-Rule (1) and cause the Deputy Presiding Officer, the 
Poll Clerks and such of the candidates or their agents as are 

present to append their signatures thereto.

(8) (a) The Presiding Officer shall, in full view of the candidates 
or their agents, as may be present, re-open the special ballot
box and take out the ballots therein.
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Without allowing any person to see for whom such ballot 
papers h
place all such ballot papers in the ballot box which contains 

the ballots cast at his polling station on polling day and 

number of ballot papers so placed by him in the ballot box 

CHAPTER VII

PROCEDURE AFTER THE CLOSE OF THE POLL

88. The Presiding Officer shall, immediately after the last elector has voted after

(i) announce the close of the poll;

record in the polling station diary the hour at which the poll 
was closed and the number of persons who voted as 

         (iii) sign the record in the polling station diary and cause the 

agents as may wish to append their signatures thereto.
NOTE

he must refer to and follow the
procedure outlined under SPECIAL VOTING in Chapter VI of these instructions.

The procedure to be followed by the Presiding Officer after the close of the poll is
explicitly set out in Election Rule 97 made under the Representation of the People Act,

subsequent action to be taken by the Presiding Officer:

97(1)
requirements of Rule 57 he shall -

count the number of spoiled ballots, if any, and place them 
in the proper envelope supplied for that purpose, and 

the envelope;
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(b) count the unused ballot papers undetached from the book of
ballot papers, place them with the stub of all used ballot 
papers in the special envelope supplied for that purpose and 

indicate thereon the number of unused ballot papers;

(c) check the number of ballot papers supplied by the 
Returning Officer against the number of spoiled ballot 
papers, if any, the number of unused ballot papers and the 
number of destroyed ballot papers as recorded in the 

 polling station diary and the number of voters at the polling 
station as reflected on the stub of the last ballot issued at 
that polling station, in order to ascertain that all ballot 
papers are accounted for;

(d) record the number of ballots and ballot papers on the 
Statement of the Poll set out as Form No. 69 in the 
Prescribed Forms Rules;

(e) open the ballot box and empty its contents upon a table;

(f) take the suspect ballots, if any, from the special envelope 
provided for such ballots and without opening them, place 
them among the other ballots which were contained in the 
ballot box without opening the suspect ballots to reveal for 
whom the voters have voted;

(g) distribute tally sheets to the Deputy Presiding officer, the 
Poll Clerks and the candidates or their polling agents 
present;

(h) count the number of votes given to each candidate on his 
tally sheet, giving full opportunity for those present to 
examine each ballot.

97(2) In counting the votes, the Presiding Officer shall reject all ballots -

(a) that are on ballot papers that have not been supplied by the 
Deputy Presiding Officer;

(b) that have not been marked for any candidate or have not 
been stamped or marked in the manner prescribed;
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on which votes have been given for more than one (1) 
candidate;

where it cannot be established for whom the elector has 
voted;

upon which there is any writing or mark by which the 

97(3) No ballot shall be rejected by reason only that:-

it has on it any number or mark placed thereon by the 
Deputy Presiding officer; or

it has been marked with some instrument other than that 

long as the mark does not constitute identification of the 
voter.

Where in the course of counting the ballots, it is discovered that the
Deputy Presiding O

ballot at the time it was issued, the Deputy Presiding Officer shall, in the 
presence of the Presiding Officer, the Poll Clerks and the candidates or 

e ballot and the Presiding Officer shall 
count the ballot if he is satisfied that:-

the ballot paper is one that has been supplied by the Deputy 
Presiding Officer;

an omission has really been made;

(c)  to him by the Returning officer 
has been accounted for.

“X” mark is recorded if they are all contained within the horizontal lines 
containing information on one candidate. Such a ballot will, however, 
and notwithstanding the number of “X” marks count as one vote.

In counting the ballots, the Presiding Officer shall, wherever his 
decision on a ballot is questioned, record the fact by writing the letter “Q” 
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97(6) The decision of the Presiding Officer as to the validity or otherwise 
of a ballot shall be final, subject to review.

In the counting of votes, the vote shall be recorded for the 
candidate in whose compartment the “X” intersects, notwithstanding the 
fact that parts of the “X” may be contained within the compartment of 
another candidate.

97(7) The Presiding Officer shall place the ballots cast for each candidate 
in a separate envelope whether or not any such ballot is a questioned 
ballot.

97(8) All rejected ballots shall be put into a separate envelope.

97(9) All the envelopes referred to in subrules (7) and (8) shall be 
endorsed as to indicate their contents and shall be sealed by the Presiding 
Officer.  The number of questioned ballots and the total number of ballots 
contained in each envelope shall be indicated on the outside of the 
envelope.

97(10) The Presiding Officer, the Deputy Presiding Officer and the Poll 
Clerks shall affix their seals and the Presiding Officer shall invite such of 
the candidates or their agents as are present to do likewise.

97(11) The Presiding officer shall open the poll card box, count the poll 
cards and place them in the envelope provided for the purpose.  He shall 
indicate the number of poll cards on the outside of the envelope and in the 
appropriate place on the Statement of the Poll.  He shall place the envelope
in the poll card box which he shall then lock and seal.

97(12) After the completion of the count, the Presiding Officer shall 
complete the Statement of the Poll, in the form set out as Form No. 69 in 
the Prescribed Forms Rules, contained in the polling station diary and 
prepare and certify a sufficient number of separate copies for distribution 
as follows:-

(a) to the Returning Officer;
(b) to the Deputy Presiding Officer;
(c) to such of the candidates or their agents as are present; and
(d) the Chief Election Officer.
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The copy intended for the Chief Election Officer shall be 
despatched by means other than that by which the copy to the Returning 
Officer was despatched.

Sealing, Despatch and Delivery of Ballot Box

97(13) The Presiding Officer shall then place the sealed envelopes with 
the counted ballots, the envelopes with the spoiled ballots, the polling 
station diary and such other election documents as may be decided upon 
by the Commission into the ballot box.

He shall then lock the slot at the top of the ballot box by means of 
the locking device provided, lock the ballot box by means of the outside 
lock and affix his seal, and the Deputy Presiding Officer, the Poll Clerks 
and such of the candidates or their agents as may be present shall be 
invited to affix their seals.

97(14) In delivering or despatching the ballot box, poll card box and other 
election material, the Presiding Officer shall keep outside the box in 
separate envelopes:

(a) a Statement of the Poll;
(b) the key to the ballot box; and
(c) the key to the poll card box.

Until the delivery of the box to the person authorised by the 
Returning Officer to collect such boxes or until delivery of the box by the 
Presiding Officer to the Returning Officer’s office, the Presiding Officer 
shall ensure that the boxes are not tampered with and they shall be 
regarded as being in his custody.

97(15) The Presiding Officer shall, in such manner as the Commission 
may direct, transmit or deliver to the Returning Officer the ballot box and 
the poll card box together with the keys thereof in the envelope provided 
for that purpose.

97(16) The Presiding Officer shall also transmit to the Returning Officer, 
the register of electors and the file of answers to questions locked in the 
carrying case, and the keys thereof enclosed in the envelope provided for 
that purpose.
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97(17) The Returning Officer may specially appoint one or more persons 
for the purpose of collecting the ballot boxes and the poll card boxes and 
the carrying cases from a given number of polling stations; and such 
person or persons shall, before delivering the poll card boxes and carrying 
cases to the Returning Officer, make an affirmation in the form set out as 
Form No. 70 in the Prescribed Forms Rules.

90. Questioned Ballots

The attention of polling agents is particularly invited to the provisions which
confer on an agent the right to question the decision of a Presiding Officer with respect to
acceptance or rejection of a ballot and the obligation of the Presiding Officer to record the
fact by marking a “Q” at the back of the ballot.  This record is of importance, as, in the
event or a request made to the Returning Officer for a limited count, that count would be
restricted to the ballots marked “Q” and those which had been rejected.

91. Announcement of Results

The Returning Officer, on receipt of the Statement of the Poll from the Presiding
Officers of all the polling stations in his electoral district, shall announce the total votes
recorded for each candidate in the said statements.

92. Final Count

A final determination of the number of votes by the Returning Officer shall be
conducted only if there is a request for such count by one or more of the candidates.  This
provision is intended to dispense with the need for a count when all the candidates accept
the preliminary results given by the Presiding Officer or when it is felt that a check is
unlikely to reverse the result of the count or to significantly change the results recorded.

93. If a candidate wishes to have a final count conducted by the Returning Officer, the
request must be made by 12.00 noon on the day following the poll. The request must
indicate whether it is for a limited or general count, whether a count of poll cards is also to
be conducted and the polling stations in respect of which the count is requested.  If the
request is for a limited count, it will be confined only to questioned and rejected ballots at
the polling stations specified in the request.

94. All counts shall be conducted on the date and at the time specified in the election
notice, and no further notice need be given by the Returning Officer to the candidates.
Candidates and their Election Agents must, therefore, be present or represented at the
office of the Returning Officer at the time specified in the election notice on the day
following the election to witness the recount in the event that such event takes place.
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95.
Representation of the People Act which is reproduced below:-

(5) here in a limited count, the Returning Officer agrees with the 
decision of the Presiding Officer as regards any questioned ballot 

of the ballot and where he disagrees with the decision of the 

the ballot.

(6)
review all ballots including rejected ballots, counted by the 
Presiding Of
the count and where he disagrees with the decision of the Presiding 

Officer as regards any ballot, he shall write the word “varied” at 

(7) Where a candidate or
Officer as regards any ballot, the Returning Officer shall write the 
letter “Q” followed by his initials on the back of the ballot.

All ballots marked in any way by the Returning Officer in a final 
count shall be marked with his initials.

A final count shall be conducted by the Returning Officer whether 
or not a request therefore is made in every case where from the 

Statement of the Poll there results an equality of votes between or 

(10) All markings on a ballot by a Returning Officer shall be made on 
 by 

the Presiding Officer.

Where a limited or general count causes any change in the result of 
the ballot, whether in respect of the amount of votes obtained by a 

votes, the Returning Officer shall, on the basis of that count, make 

elected.
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(12) At the conclusion of a final count, the Returning Officer shall place 
the ballots counted by him in the appropriate envelopes, having 
regard to his decision on such ballots and shall seal the envelopes.  
The candidates or their agents present at the count shall sign the 
envelopes as witnesses.

(13) Where a final count results in an equality of votes between or 
among the candidates obtaining the most votes, the Chief Election 
Officer or an officer designated by him for the purpose, shall 
conduct a recount not later than four (4) days after the closing of 
the poll.

(14) Where the recount results in one candidate obtaining the most 
votes, the Chief Election Officer shall so certify to the Returning 
Officer who shall make a declaration in accordance with paragraph 

(1) as to the candidate elected.

(15) Where the recount results in an equality of votes between or among
the candidates obtaining the most votes, the Chief Election Officer 
shall so certify to the Returning Officer who shall declare the 
election void and a new election shall, as soon as possible, be held 
in accordance with these Rules.

Equality of Votes

96. Where the count conducted by the Presiding Officers as set out in their Statements
of the Poll results in an equality of votes between or among the candidates obtaining the
most votes, a final count shall be conducted by the Returning Officer.  Similarly, if the
final count conducted by the Returning Officer results in an equality of votes, the Chief
Election Officer or an officer designated by him must conduct a recount, not later than
four (4) days after the close of the poll and shall certify the results to the Returning Officer
who shall make his declaration in accordance with the certificate.

97. If the recount confirms the equality of votes, the Returning Officer shall then, on
the basis of the certified statement, declare the election void and a new election shall be
held as soon as possible.

Check of the Result of the Poll by the Chief Election Officer

98. A candidate or his agent may, within four (4) days of the declaration of the poll
apply in writing to the Chief Election Officer for a check of the result.  The application
must be accompanied by a deposit of $100.00 as security for the cost of the check.
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In the circumstances, the Chief Election officer must give at least two (2) 
notice to the Returning Officer and the candidates in the election, and specify the time and
place at which such check will be conducted.  A check under this rule shall be conducted

shall be limited to a count of questioned ballots only.  The result of such check shall be
certified to the Returning Officer, and if it differs from the original result, he must amend

Declaration of the Result of the Poll

100. obtained the
most votes or who has been so deemed by a check by the Chief Election Officer and so

district a return in Form No. 72.
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